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prattliftgs of   childhood,   or   dealing with  the   follies   and
excesses of youth In a biographical sketch.    It  is   no   doubt
true that the child is  father  of  the  man ; but   manhood   is,
after all, the outcome of the gradual  development,   stage   by
stage, of the physicalf   mental,   and   moral  faculties  of  the
child, asid the successful biographer, while dealing  with each
stage separately, co-ordinates the progress made In one stage
with that of the next, and shows how one naturally  leads   to
another, until the fully developed stage is reached.   So far as
the ancient history of the Aryans  Is   concerned,   no  serious
attempt seems hitherto  to  have  been   made   to  study  and
trace the gradual growth and development of the race,   stage
by stage, after distinctly marking each out by a study of  the
vast ancient materials available. As I have already remarked,
the Vedic Literature  is usually treated as belonging to one
periodj without any  care   being  taken  to  discern  that  it
consists of different  strata,  one   separated from another by
distinct  marks,  and  to  note that   each   deserves  separate
treatment in order to make it yield valuable historical   truth*.
But this b too heavy and arduous a task for any single scholar
to accomplish.     It should,   therefore,  be  takca   up   by  a
number of learned   Vedtc scholars, preferably Itrii&nH, well
versed in the modern art of historical   research   on   a   truly
scientific basis, who should form themselves  into  a  Society
for the Reconstruction of Ancient Indian History from Vedit:
"Literature which forms the only basis of research in thi* fine,
The task should be divided among scholars, each  competent
to take up a special stratum of the  Literature  for  adequate
treatment, who should place before the Society the results* of
their researches for discussion.    After all the   results  of  the
researches  made by  them   in   the different strata will have
been fully discussed and co-ordinated, it will be time to write
a succinct history of the ancient Aryans,     The   stocly of
Comparative Philology, Comparative Mythology, Comparative
Religion,    Comparative    Culture,    Geology,    Archaeology,
Ethnology,   Ancient Geography, the Ancient  Histories  of